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STEPHEN CLARKE, * 
Rector of Burt borpe in Torkſbire, 


In ANSWER 


1 8 To his SyorRT VINDICATION. of the 
Es | CEN a to Tithes. | 


8 2 1 


— 


By « One of the People called Quaxexs. 
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Freeely ye bave received, freely Zive. Mat. x. 8. 
Whatſoever we have in the Treaſury of our 

Churches, is not raiſed by Taxation, as though we 

put Men to ranſom their Religion, but every Man, 

once a Month, or when it pleaſeth himſelf, be- 
ſtowerh what he thinks good, and not. unleſs he 
tfteth; for no Man is compelled, but left free to 
his own Diſcretion. Tertullian. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


A E Reaſon affgn'd by the Retior for 
making his Letter Publick is, „ that it 
might have ſome good Influence: And the 
' Cauſe of my publiſbing this, is, to prevent its 
having any bad One, 4 right Fudgment i ts _ 
JO from bearing both Sides. 


Thave endeavoured fo 8 the Reader $ Fru- 
ity, by making this as eafily procurable, and 
. more tedious to read than his. Tknow not 
what Han, this may fall into; but wiſh that 
' both of them may meet with Heads and Hearts 
capable of making a right Deciſion. 


The Reffor complains grievouſly how tnwilling ; 
eme Members of his own Church are to pay the : 
Tithes, and what © paltry Tricks they. play to 
« render a Clergyman's Tithes as little M. 5 to 
« him as poſſible.” 'Tis pity they have not Senſe 
enough of their Miniſter's Merit to reftrain them 
from ſuch Practices. But what are other Men's 
Actions to the Quakers ? They may confirm what 
was well known before, that Tithes are a ge- 


neral Oppreſſion „ under which the People gene- 
| 1 ; rally 


fied, he has gain d his Point : But, Tam 


(˙⁹⁰ 
rally groan, ond are uneaſy : But the Rector 


Preface is adapted to quiet them. tif 
and terrible Threats Yo @ ven — Contributi- 


on can 40 it. 


Hie has prefumad, toward the Choſe ts 
ter, that what has been diſcburſed L grein” 
225 e 7e Jatisfie any reaſonable Nan; ” wherice 

we may conclude, that this Superaddition 75 
pe and Vengeance: in his Preface, '7s inten 
40 ſatisfy unreaſonable Ones > If orb are [att 


benfioe, that his Prefirmption of having Ae 


. tbe former is not oy 4 


A Man, that © wauld contri Bute RIDER 
« hig full Proportion, toward carrying on of 
* Law-Suits, with As MUCH PLEASURE. AS 
«| ANY MAN EATS AND DRINKS WHEN HE 18 
* HUNGRY AND THIRSTY,” may call bimſelf, A 
Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace ; but the re. 


conciling ſuch a fierce Reſolution 407th that harm 


leſs Character, bing beyond my Capacity, 1 
all leave it to Men of fuperior Abihtres. 


24m 59 


1. E T T E R, 


In Ae to 


STEPHEN Crank's Short Vindication of 4. 
Clergy's Right to Tithes, &c. 


F. riend Stephen Clark! 
1 perus d thy Letter to Fohn e | 


+ ſon, wherein thou undertakeſt to ſhew, 
that the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion 
d and Tithes were always in Harmony and 
Agreement.“ | 
Thy publiſhing that Lerter in print, gives 

every Man an equal Right to animadvert upon 


it ; which common "PS is my Apology for this * 


Addreſs. 
Thy Advice © to lay aſide ALL Prejudice 

and Prepoſſeſion,” is more eaſy to give than 
fake ; nor is it requiſite upon all Occaſions : 

'Tis poſlible, that a Man, before he had read 
thy Letter, might be prepoſſe |} by Reaſen and 
Religion : I preſume, that in ſuch a Caſe, thou 
doſt not intend his turning them out, to make 

room for thy Sentiments. FEE | 
B | I have 


the fame Occaſion ; ; verſ. 8. Freely 
cei ved, freely give. And that of Luke x, 7, is 


ſet before you. Which 


(2); 

1 have, according to thy Deſire, calmly and 
cloſely conſidered the Texts by thee cited ; and 
hope thou wilt not take Offence at my publiſh- 
ing the Reſult of that calm and cloſe Conſide- 
ration thou haſt recommended. 

The-two firſt P of geripture, by thee 
cited, are, Mat. x. 10. The Workman is worthy 
of bis Meat. And Luke x. 7. The Labourer 
10 worthy of his Hire. Theſe are proverbial 
Sayings, the Senſe of which muſt be under- 
bod by conſidering the Ocraſon on Which 
they were ſpoken, and by other Pbraſes uſed 
upon that Ozcafion. That of Mar. x. ro. muſt 
be underſtood in à Senſe conſiſtent with the 
Precept and Injunction of our Saviour uſed to 
the ſame Perſons, at the ſame Time, and upon 


ye have re- 


fully explained by the Words immediately 
preceding in the ſame Verſe, Eating and drenk- 
eng ſuch Things as they give; or, as tis in the 
Verſe next following, Bat ich Things as are 
ords clearly ſhew, 
that the en, worthy of bis Hire, on this 
Occaſion, means no more than worthy of re- 
ceiving the free Entertainment of welcome 
Gueſts, from thoſe to whom they were ſo. 


| Such a free Maintenance they might receive; 
andi! apprehend thou wilt find ſome Di 5 
to reconcile their receiving any other, with an 


Obedience to the poſitive Precept of Chriſt, 
Preely give. en me in this Place to ob- 


ſerve, that . Precepts, F — ye baue re. 


cei ved, 


(635 


ed teiy give; and Eat fuch Ming. as are 
ft 7755. you ; though they contain the Sub- 
ftance of the whole revealed Will of Chriſt 
touching his Miniſters Maintenance, are by 
thy Letter kept oat of Sight, and taken no 
Notice of; an Omiſſion, which, in © thee, as 
an Advocate for the forced Maintenance by 
Tithes, was, no doubt, Prudential. 
I alſo conſidered, 
1. Fhe Qualifications of the Perſons ſpoken 

do: They had freely received Power from Chriſt 
himſelf, not only to preach, but to heal all 


Maladies and Diſtempers both 'of Mind and 


Bod 
nh Their Miſſion: Which was from him 
who had freely given them that Power. 
Their —— : Which he who 
ſent them would provide'for them ; and to fix 
their Reliance upon his Providence therein, he 
prohibits their making ſuch Proviſion for their 
Journey, as human Prudence, in other Caſes, 
uſually prepares: Provide,” ſays he, neither 
Gold, nor Silver, nor Braſs im your A 85 
Nor Strip for your Fourney, neither tuo Coats, 
neither Shoes, nor yet Staves. = which ho 
adds that common proverbial Expreſſion, fe 
an Workman is 2 of bis 5 eat ; path 
importing, that if 2 Juſtice am 
Men entituled the Workman to his Meat, nal 
more would himſelf, the Fountain of Fuſtice, 
provide for the Neceſſities of thoſe whom he 
employed on his Meſſage: And indeed, tis the 
very Nature wi his Goſpel to inſtill into its 
8 3 Receivers 
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| Rjcdiverd Charity ſufficient to ſupply. the Wants 


of thoſe whom he ſends forth to publiſh it. 
Art thou, my Friend, under the ame Qua- 


Ufications with thoſe whom he fent' fort!? 
Doſt thou act under the ſame Commiſſion ? If | 


ſo, thy Proviſion is ſure; thy 25 or Nutri- 


ment cannot fail. But if thou haſt neither ? hoſẽ 


Qualifications, nor that Miſſion, to what pur- 
poſe doſt thou produce Texts which provide 
Maintenance only for thoſe that have them ? 
Thou obſerveſt, pag. 12. that © it is plainly 


implied, that our Saviour deſigne they 
. © ſhould be provided for by thoſe they were 


< ſent to.” This Obſer vation of thine is too 


general ; for, though they were ſent to preach 


to all, yet they were to be provided for only by 


thoſe that received them. As to thoſe who re- 


ceived them not, they were to be ſo far from 
accepting any Proviſion at their hands, that 


the expreſs Command of Chriſt to them was, 


Whoſorver ſhall not receive you, nor hear your 


. Words : When ye depart out of that Houſe or 
City, ſhake off the Duſt of your Feet. Mat. x. 14. 


Now I intreat thee to conſider, if they, 
whom Chriſt himſelf ſent forth, were forbid- 
den to receive any thing, from thoſe who re- 


ceived not them, nor their Miniſtry ; by what 
Authority doſt thou, or thy Brethren, "an 
"Tithe from the Qyakers, who do not accept 
you, nor your Miniſtry ? Is not your fo doing, 


a plain Proof, either that Chriſt ſent you not; 


or that you are regardleſs of his Directions 
One of theſe, I think, muſt be true; and ſome 


there are who think them both ſo. 


680 


Thou art pleaſed to ſay, pag. 13. That 
our Saviour did not look upon ſuch Provi- 
« ſion as a Matter of mere Bounty or arbitrary 
« Git; but as what in Equity and Fuſtice was 
due to his Miniſters, it being fully earned 
and deſerved by their Evangelical Labours.” 
I muſt here deſire thee to reconſider that 
Part of Chriſt's Command to them, Mat. x. 8. 
As ye go, preach, ſaying, the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is at hand. Heal the Sick, cleanſe the Lepers, 
raiſe the Dead, cæſt out Devils : Freely ye have 
received, freely give. They had been put to 
no Charge or Expence for learning either Divi- 
nity or Phyfick ; and ” could both preach 
and heal: What therefore they had not bought, 
they might not ſell. They were to place no- 
thing to the Score either of Earnings or De- 
«ſervings: But their Neceſſities were to be ſu 
plied by the mere Bounty of him that ſent them 
to preach his Goſpel, a never failing Fountain 
of Love and Charity, which muſt neceſſaril 
open the Hearts of its Receivers freely. to ſup- 
ply the Neceſſities of thoſe who were Inſtru- 
ments of conveying to them ſo ineſtimable a 
Benefit. That ſuch a Supply was in Equity 
and Fuſtice due to thoſe Miniſters, I deny not: 
But, I conceive, that a Supply was alſo due in 
Equity and Juſtice to other poor Saints, in the 
like Necęſſity; and yet we find, that the Col- 
lections made in the primitive Churches, out 
of which, the Neceſſities of the poor Saints 
were ſupplied, are called by the Apoſtle, 2857 y «pr, 
Bounty or Liberality, 1 Cor. xvi. 3. d mxdroy 


0 Tui | 


} 


(6) 


The dnl corey, the Riches of their emp eng 
| „5 Cor. viii. 2. brut Tis xoeravias, Liberalit 

[- Diſtribution, 2 Cor. ix. x3, All was A 
| 


* Gift, without Compulſion. 

1 hope, I have ſaid enough, on Mat. X. 10. 
and Luke x. 7. to ſatisfy thee, that thoſe Texts 
|  _ Intend no 40 than a free Maintenance in 
caſe of Neceſſity, and never were in any Har- 
i mony or Agreement with Tithes enforced by 
1 Penal Laus, which is the Maintenance thy 

Zeal is warmly concern'd for. 
- The Third Paſſage of Scripture thou citeſt, 
wt is 1 Cor. ix. from the 4th Verſe to the 24th. 
5 incluſive, via. 
Verſ. . Have we nit Power to eat and to 
dronk. 


Have we not Power to lead abeat a Sifter, 
a Wife, as well as other Apoſtles, and as the 
Brethren of the Lord and Cobbs? | 
6. Or Tony ln we power 
8 fo forbear working ? 
| 7. Who goeth a Warfare any time at bis 
is own Charge ; Who planteth a Vineyard, and 
eateth not of the Fruit thereof ? Or who feedeth 
a Flock, and eateth not of the Milk of the Flock ? 
8. Say T theſe Things as a Man ? Or An 
not the Law the ſame alſo? © 
© 28 9. Fort is written in the Law of Moſes, 
8 Thou n not muZZle the Mouth of the Ox that N 
"A treadeth | 


” 


— 


* Ti 1 covered the wh Are of the Church, | hl th 
Dean Prideaux, all the Neceſſities of it were fully an- 
fevered by the voluntary Offerings of the Faithful. 
Original and Right of Tithes. p. 84. 


(79. 


trtadeth out the Corn. Doth Gal take Care for 
Oxen f 
10. Or ſaith be it * for our Sakes ? 
For our Sakes,; no doubt, this is written ;, that 
be that ploweth, ſhould plow in Hope; and that 
be that threſpeth 1 in Hope, ſhould be Partaker of 
bis mn 
If we hove. om unto you foiritual 


Things is it a great thing if we 2 reap your” 
carnal Things ? 


12. others be Partaters of this Power over 
you, are not we rather ? Nevertheleſs we have 
not uſed this Prwer ; but ſuffer all things, bet 
we ſhould hinder the G opel of Chriſt. 

13. Do ye not know, that they which nber 
about holy Things, live of the Things of the Tem- 
ple? — they * wait at the Altar, are Par- 
takers with the Altar? . | 

14. Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, chat 
they which frecch the Goſpel, ſhould Irue of the 
Goſpel. 

The Obſervations, occurring to me, upon 2 
calm and cloſe Conſideration of this Fache of 
holy Scripture, are, 

1. That the Power the Apolile here den | 
of, is A Power to eat and to drink, and is ex- 
actly agreeable with the Power given by Chriſt: 
to his Diſciples, Luke, x. 7. of a and 
nn fuch Things as they give. 

2. That the Living of the Goſpel here * 
ken of, is only the Accepting of ſuch a Main- 
tenance to true Goſpel Miniſters, as Chrift or- 
dained, and what that is we bave already 


ſhewn; 


/ 


(39 
ſhewn; for it doth not appear that Chriſt 
ordained any other Maintenance than what 1 is 3 
ſpoken of in Mat. x. and Luke x. 

3. That tho' the Apoſtles Paul 5 Barns." 
bas had Power or Liberty, i᷑uclar, to eat and 
to drink ſuch Things as were ſet before 

them, yet they uſed not that Power, but 
wrought with their Hands at ſome manual Oc- 

| cupation. 

4. That they did this to take away even 

„ the remoteſt Cause for Suſpicion of their 

| ſeeking any worldly Advantage by their Mi- 

| 

| 

| 
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ll niſtry bf they aal binder" the Goſpel of 


= That an Abuſe of that Power or Liberty 
was even then creeping into the Church, 
which Abuſe the Apoſtle Paul ſtood upon his : 
| Guard againſt, and by his own "Example en- 
| deavoured to prevent its ſpreading. What, 

- = fays he, ver. 18. is my Reward then ? Verily | 
i that when J preach the Goſpel, I may make the 
| | Goſpel of Chriſt without Charge, that I abuſe not 

my Power in the Gojpel. 

There were ſome in his Time, who would. 
have ſtretched the Goſpel-F verde of Enter- 
| tainment into a ſetled Maintenance; and hav- 
ns ing occafionally taſted the Sweets of a plentiful 
„ Table, like idle Drones, would have pleaded a 
petual Right, and an Exemption from La- 

| bour. But, obſerve, I pray thee, how the 

5 Apoſtle treats that Sort of Men, and with what 

| 
| 


Earneſtneſs he cautions the Church _ 


. them. | 1 


War 


2 "Theſs. ii. 6. Now we command yon 
Brethren, in the Name of our Lord 172 | 
Chriſt, that ye withdraw your ſelves from every 
Brother that walketh d;forderly, and not after the 
Tradition which he received of us. 

Ver. 7. For your felves know how ye ought'to 
follow us, for we behaved not our ſelves dforderly 
among you. 

8. Neither did we eat any Mans Bread for 
nought ; but wrought with Labour and Travel 
Night and Day, that we ' might not be chargeable 
| to any of you. 15 

9. Not becauſe we * not Brides, but to 
make our ſelves an Enſample unto you to follow us. 

10. For even when we were with you, this 
we commanded you, that if any would not work, 
neither ſhould be eat. 

I. For ue hear, that there are -e ſome wht b 
walk among you dl orderly, working not at all, 
but are buſy Bodies. 

12. Now them that are ſuch, we com- 
mand, and exhort by our Lord FJeſus Chrift, 
that with Quietneſ they work and eat their own 
Bread; 

. Je, Brethren, be vor weaky in 


Well-doing : rox THOSE DRONES wouLD + 


HAVE TIRED OUT EVEN HosPITALITY IT 
SELF. a 
14. 5 id if any Man obey not our Word by 
this Epiſtle, n:te that Man, and have no Compa- 
ny with kim, that he may be aſhamed. 
But notwithſtanding- the Apoſtolick Zeal 
againſt ſuch Impoſers, the Number of faſe 
| C a 1d 


. 


6100 
and ſelſiſb Teachers in ſucceeding Times gra- 
dually increaſed, of whom the Apoſtles fore- 
told, I know. this,..faith Paul, that after my 
_ Departing ſhall grievons Wolves enter in among 
you, not ſparing the Flock, Acts xx. 29. Pe- 
ter alſo. declared, That many ſhould follow 

their pernicious Ways, by reaſon of whom the 
Way of Truth ſhould be evil ſpoken of, who 
|: . through Covetouſneſs with feigned Words would 
lf male Merchandiſe of the Brethren. Who would 
forſake the right Way, and not contenting them- 
M ſelves with Food and Raiment, would go aſtray, 
2 following the Way of BaLaam the Son of Bo- 
> SOR, 4obo loved the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs. 
| Pet. . | . . 
Such as theſe may aſſume the Name, but are 
if Strangers to the Nature of the Goſpel- Miniſtry. 
They are but Wells without Water: The Pow- 
er of the Goſpel-Miniſtry is the Gift of God, and 
as tis freely received from him, fo it muſt be 
freely given. It can neither be bought nor 
fold. Whatever any Man has purchaſed, and 
offers to Sale, under that Name, muſt be 
Counterfeit, and not the Thing it ſelf. Let 
the Buyer beware how he deals with ſuch 
Merchants. 1 5 g 
Having imparted to thee my Conſiderations 
on that Paſſage of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. ix. I 
ſhall now take due Notice of hy Sentiments 
upon it. Thou obſerveſt, that St. Paul, at 
*© the ſame time, he, upon ſome particular 
* Conſiderations forbore the Exercije of his 
RMignt to a Support from thoſe he preached 
| | ; cc to 


wn) 


* to, is afetting and proving that Right” Why 
doſt thou change the Apoſtle's Term ? He men- 
tions not a Word of Right or Claim, but ſpeaks of 
a Power or Libert 3 orn. receiving; which, Ithink, 


imports a free Offer, and that it would be 
improper for a Man to ſpeak of a Power or L. 9 


berty given him to receive, what he has a 


Property, Right or Claim, to demand. The 


ſhews his Reaſons for re 


Apoſtle mentions no Ri bt or Claim; but 
ling to receive Ac- 

commodations freely adminiſtred; and which 
he had as much Power or Liberty to partake of F 
as others who did. | | 

Thou proceedeſt, And this in all likeli- 
« hcod, in Oppoſition to thoſe falſe Apoſtles, 
© ond deceitful Workers, who by transforming 
© themſelves into the Apoſtles of Chrift, and pre- 
e tending to higher Degrees of Illumination, 
had crept into the Church of Corintb, and 
e there baſely undervalued the Apoſtle, by 
% whom the Corinthians had been converted 
* Chriſtianity, and ſet up a Faction againſt 
* him.” But tis apparent from the Text in 
the ſame Chapter, vi x. 2 Cor. xi. that thoſe falſe 
' Fpoſtles, thoſe deceitful Workers, were ſuch kind 
of Perſons as abuſed the Peer or Liberty the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of : Such as brought a Suffer- 
ing upon the Church; of whom he there ſpeaks, 
Verſe 20. Te ſuffer, if a Man bring you into 
Bondage, if a Man devour you, if a Man take 
of you. It ſeems to me, that thoſe who would 
change a free- Enterthinment, into a perpetual 
Paſturage, do attempt to bring Men into Bon- 

2 2 dage, 


A 
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Aage. If Perſons freely provided for by them 
with occaſional Accommodations of Meat and 
Drink, ſhall inſiſt upon a Rzght to feed always 


at their Tables, tis the ready Way to devour 


them. Such Men certainly take f them with 
a Witneſs, and ſeem to me more neceſſarily to 


be guarded againſt, than thoſe Perſons whom 


in thy Preface thou calleſt /acrilegious Harpies, 
and whoſe Encroachments thou there with- 


ſtandeſt with a remarkable Exceſs of Zeal and 


F ErVOUr.. | Sep 8 | 

Thou goeſt on, thus, He therefore a- 
% mong other things, gives them to under- 
« ſtand, that tho' he had received a Mainte- 
“ nance fro, them, he ſhould not have been 


«© beholden to them; but that the Obligation 


« would {till have lain on their Side, who had 
<« received from him more than an Equivalent 
ein Partaking of his ſpiritual Things, which 
were incomparably more valuable than their 
* carnal Things.” 


This is thy Paraphraſe upon the Apoſtle's 


 faying, If we bave own unto you ſpiritual 


Things, is it à great Thing if we ſhall reap your 
carnal Things ? Thou repreſenteſt the Apoſtle 
as calling the ſpiritual Things his, which he 
does not: From this imaginary Property in 
ſpiritual Things, thou repreſenteſt him as aſ- 

ſerting and proving his Right to carnal Things. 
And could he indeed have argued in the Man- 
ner thou pretendeſt, he might have proved his 
Right to all their Poſſeſſions. For /þiritual 

Things, being, as thou ſayſt, incomparably 


- 


. 


more valuable than carnal Things,” the leaft 
Portion of the One, muſt be worth more than 
the greateſt Portion of the Other. So that the 
Apoſtle might, according to thy Way of re- 
eee dure as reaſonably, have given them 


to underſtand, © that tho' he had received ALL 
their carnal Things from them, yet he 
* ſhould not have been beholden to them, 
e but that the Obligation would ſtill have lain 
e on their Side, who had received from him 
* more than an Equivalent in partaking -of 
*r his ſpiritual Things. Such a carnal Notion 
of Right to ALL carnal Things, as this is, a 
modern carnal Clergyman may . poſſibly have 
formed in the Exaltedneſs of his carnal Ima- 
gination ; but ſurely nothing can be more 
contrary to the Spiritual-Mindedneſs, Self-De- 
nial, and Humility, of a primitive Apoſtle of 
Chat, -. . . op 

Thou addeſt, © And he moreover expreſly 
e affirms, that the Lord hath appointed a 
Livelihood to the Preachers of the Goſpel 
upon Account of their preaching it: From 
e - whence it is a neceſſary Conſequence that it 
< 15 the Duty of thoſe to whom it is preached 
5e to give them this Livelihood.“ Upon this 
thou mayſt do well to obſerve, that the Apoſtle 
doth not place it to the Account of their preach- 
ing. This is an Addition of thy own inſert- 
ing. He ſpeaks only of ſuch Miniſters, as be- 
ing ſent forth by Chriſt, are in Want of out- 
ward Neceſſaries. And even in that Caſe, we 
have ſhewn, that he propos d his own Beha- 
e Gap viour 
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vious as an Example to labour witli their 

Hands, as he did, to ſupply themſelves, rather 
tha be burthenſom or * hurdle to others. 
_ *Tis. ſufficient, that, as many as go forth, ſent 
by Chriſt, and according to his Appointment, 
depending on his Providence, he will provide 
for them. As to thoſe who, unfent by him, 
go forth with a Commiſſion only of Birman 
Authority, they have generally their Depen- 
dence on human Laws, and by them are pro- 
vided for. | 

The fourth Text thou produceſt is, Gal. vi. 
6. Let him that is taught in the M. ord commus- 
nicate unto him that teacheth in all good Things. 
Upon this thou giveſt us © the Paraphraſe of 
e the great Mr. Locke, viz. Let him that is 
* taught the Doctrine of the Goſpel freely, 
* communicate the good Things of this 
« World unto him that teacheth him.” Very 
well!! But why produceſt thou this ? How 
does this affect the Quakers, with reſpect to 
thee? They may freely communicate to thoſe 
who teach them, without paying any ching to 
thee, who doſt not teach them. 

I have been inform d by a Critict in Greet, 
that the Words £0 rd d αννοαν Were better . 
tranſlated, In all goed | Works. And that the 
Words wirordro 73 R r might more agree- 
ably to the Scope of the Place be rendred thus, 
Communicate with him that teacheth, And then 
the Text would read thus, Let him that is 
taught in the Word, communicate with him 
that teacbeth in all goed Works, that is, have 

Fellowſhip 


" 


os 
(25) 
Fellowſhip or. Communion with him 3. for 

Xovavay 74 is the ſame with Nov ,˖ꝰ ver- Tavos Þ | 
to have Fellowſhip or Communion with one. I leave 
this to thy Conſideration, and that thou mayſt 
the more adyett to it, thou mayſt obſerve, that 
Ambroſe, an ancient Expoſitor, and a .Clergy- 
man, favours this Interpretation; ſaying, Com- 
municet cum ſuo Dottore non in malis operibus 
gue facit, ſed in bonis quæcunque el facit et 
docet. Let him communicate, or have Fel- 
« lowſhip, or Communion, with his Teacher, 
te not in the evil Works which he doth, but 
in all the good Works he both teacheth and 

« gractiſeth , | SO: 
Hitherto thou haſt ſpoken of Miniſters 
Maintenance in general: Now, as to Tizhes 
in particular: Thou granteſt, that the Clergy's 
Right to T:thes in particular is not expreſly 
eſtabliſhed in any of theſe Places: Eut thou 
ſayſt, If I miſtake not, it may be inferred 
from One of them by a fair Deduction.“ 
Now if I ſhall. make thee ſenſible of thy Mi- 
ſtake, thou wilt, I hope, give up thy In- 
ference: It depends upon the Particles 57s n 
. which thou wouldſt have ſignify, After the 
ſame Manner; but I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
from parallell Uſages of the Apoſtle, that they 
ought nat in this Place to be / conſtrued. The 
Paſſages I. refer to are, Rom. v. 19. As by 
one Man's Diſebedience many were made Sin- 
ners (ro #41) EVEN so, by the Obedience of One 
ſpall many be made righteous: Again, 1 Cor. 
XV. 22. For as in Adam all die (uro u EVEN 
80 


(#6) 
so in Chrift ſhall all be made alive. In both theſe 
Places, the, re even fo, is underſtood by 

| wa of Antithefis or Oppoſition : Dufobedience 
and Obedience, Death and Life, are oppoſed: 

And thy Conſtruction cannot be admitted. 

Likewiſe, when the Apoſtle, ſays, ire za, EVEN 

so hath the Lord ordained, that they which 

preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel ; he 

oppoſes the Goſpel. Miniſtry to the Levitical, 

and the Maintenance of the one to that of the 

other. They were not to be, * after the ſame 

Manner. The one ſubſiſted by Tithes and Offer- 
ings, but the other were to /ive of the Goſpel ; 

that is, Eat and drink ſuch Things as were gi- 

ven, or ſet before them, as is herein before 
ſufficiently ſhewn, This may ſerve to ſhew, 

that thy Criticiſm is not well bottomed : and 

that thou haſt Reaſon for ſaying, p. 16. Thor, 

agſt not very much inſſſt upon it. I ſhall therefore 


leave 


3 *I cannot ſee, ſaith Prideaux, ia theſe Words, a di- 

vine Command for Titbes, as many think they do. For 

'F Bere is no mention made of Tithes at all, but only of the 

1 general Duty of providing a Maintenance. — Had the 

determinate Manner of doing it under the Law by Tit hes 
been particularly ſpecified, and mentioned, in the former 
Part of this Compariſon, then indeed it muſt have been 

inferred in the Laiter; and this would have made 
Tithes as undoubtedly to bave been of divine Right un- 
der the Goſpel, as formerly they were under the Law: 
But nothing of this being mentioned in the Antecedent, 
there is no Logic, that can make any ſuch Inference 
from it in the Conſequent. Original and Right of 
Tithes. p. 17, 18. 
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( 
leave that and confider thy other Sort of Res- 
Joning. 
Thou telleſt us, It is aht from this. 
66 preceding Texts. that Chrift hath ordained 
e A Maintenance of one kind or other, for the 
« Miniſters of his Goſpel, upon Account of 
<4 their Office,” Thou mighteſt more ſafely 
have aid, that Chriſt ordained a free Mainte- 
nance for his poor Miniſters on account of 
their Neceſſities. For his Ordinance extended 
no farther. If a Miniſter had of his own, he | 
was not to receive of * others. | 
Thou goeſt on thus, If he (Chriſt) hath 
1 not determin'd the particular kind, it is left 
- to the Arbitrage of the People, or of the 
* civil Powers to ſettle it, in uch a Way as 
they ſhall think good. » But; my Friend, 
Canſt thou ſhew that ever Chriſt left this Mat- 
ter to their Arbitration? Conſider what he ſays 
to his Diſciples, Matt. x. at the very Time he 
ſends them forth, and appoints them their 
Proviſion. Behold, fays he, T;/end you forth as 
Sheep in the Midft of - Wolves : : And who were 
theſe Wolves? Were they not the People, and 
the civil Powers, Governours, and Kings, who 
would perſecute and put them to Death 7 181 it 
ſſible to conceive that Chriſt committed 
the Providing of Paſturage * his Lambs to 
eee eee 
©3223 $33 — . — N 3 | 1% | Ka te, 
. They. Pu have. of their = _ yet defer re 
70 have. fomwebat given them, do not receive it uitb. 


out great Sin. Proſper de vita contemplatiya. 
Lib. 21. 
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{ (38) 


| their Care and Settlement ? -Surely thou couldit 


never have entertain'd ſuch a Thought, 'had 


not thine own Maintenance been of their Pro- 
viſion ; for which very . Reaſon, one would 
ſuſpect it to be none of Chriſt's: For any ſet- 


led Pay by Force of humane Authority, muſt 
neceflarily alter the very Nature of the Mainte- 


nance he ordained, which was a free One. The 


civil Powers may, no doubt, employ whom 
2 leaſe in their Service, and appoint them 
their Po But then it becomes thoſe who are 
ſo appointed and ſo paid, to acknowledge them- 
ſelves the Servants or Miniſters of the chal Pow- 
ers, who ſo appoint and pay them. But that 
their being Servants or Miniſters of the civil Po- 
ers, is any Proof of their being Servants or Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, I preſume thou wilt not aſſert. 
In Anſwer to thy Citation from Nejjon, weept 


| what follows, 


There is no Parity of Reaſon. between 
„ Tithes, and a Rent-Charge fixed upon 
Lands; for a Rent-Charge is paid by reaſon 
« of the Land on Which it is charged (in 
ce which, he that charg'd it had a Property) 
« but Tithes are not paid; by reaſon. of \ 4 | 
ec Land, but by reaſon of the Stock and La- 
« hour of the preſent Occupier of the Land. 
« If there be no Increaſe, no Profit made, ng 


cc Crop planted, nor any Thing renewing up- 


on the Land, no Tithe can be demanded. 
But for the Non. payment of a Rent Charge, 


«© he on whom it's ſetled, may enter upon and 


cc (+ ad: the Land which | IS char ged with the 
« Payment 


_ . ©. not the Land, out of which the Tithe is paid. 


(gy) 
Payment of it. But for the Non-payment of 
© 'Tithes, he who claims them, cannot enter 
upon or poſſeſs the Land, but is made whole 
out of the Stock of the Occupier. It is the Stock, 


«© Now ſince Tithes are not the tenth Part of 
the Land, but the tenth: Part of the In- 
© creaſe of the Stock; and ſeeing the Labour, 
*© Care, Skill, Induſtry and Diligence of the 
“ Occupier, is involved, and neceſſarily in- 
* cluded in the Stock, as inſtrumental Means 
* and Cauſes of producing the Increaſe; a per- 
e petual Grant of Tithes implies, a Grant not 
only of other Men's Stocks, in which the 
* Granters had no Property, but of other Mens 
* Labours, Care, Skill, Diligence and Induſtry 
* alſo, long before they were begotten ; upon 

* which Suppoſition, all Men, but - Prieſts, 
© fince Erhekwolf's Time, * muſt be born Slaves, 
* under an Obligation to employ their Time, 
* Pains, Induſtry and Skill, in Horking for 
* the Prieſts. But whether it be rational to 
* admit in Ethekvolf, or any other, a Power 
* to' impoſe the Neceſſity of ſuch a ſervile 
Condition on their Poſterity, let the Reader 

< judge.” Ellwoods Foundation of Tithes ſhaken. 
Thou mentioneſt a legal Right, and fayſt, 
© Reckon up, if you can, the numerous Cer- 
e roborations that have been made of it by ſo 
many ſucceeding Monarchs, and ſo many 
D 2 ſuc- 
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7 * That the Lands of England were ever the Kings 
Demeſne, is only aſſerted by Nelſon, and ſtands yet 
unproved. th 


Ls | 
« ſucereding Parliaments.” But doſt thou 
conſider, that both the Original, and many of 
thoſe Corroborations ' of that legal Right to 


- Tithes, were made in Favour of a Poi Cler- 


O, among whom, I een thou numbreſt 
not thy ſelf. 5 

Thou makeſt mention, pag. 19. of the 
Goſpel gi 4 threatning eternal Damnation to 
them who unjuſtly invade other Men's 
* Rights,“ which, 1 with, may be well con⸗ 
ſidered, by ſuch Perſons, as, the Valers think. | 
onjuſtly invade theirs. _ 

As to the Caſe thou putteſt, by Seppolition; 
of William Penn's ſetling a Tenth on our 
Speakers, if thou intendeſt ſuch a Mainte- 
nance by Tithe as thou rieiveſt, I ſhall frank- 


ly tell thee my Opinion Should any of 


them fo far degenetate as to accept ſuch a- - 
ſetled Pay for Preaching, I ſhould thence: for- 
ward look on them not as Miniſters of Cbriſt, 
but as Servants of thoſe who tied their Main- 
tenance. 

In ſhort, Friend, and to be as plain with 
© thee as I can, I will deſcend to thy own 
low Method of Argumentation, and permit the 
Freedom of my Reaſoning, for once, to wear a 
Chain of Syllogiſms, 


11. What is inconſiſlent with the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, is not agreeable to it. | 


But the Exaction of Tithes 1s inconfitnt with 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


y Therefore the Eden of Tithes i is net eve. 
avie to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
2 What 


4a) 


2. What the Goſpel allsus not, isincon6itent : 


with the Goſpel. 

But the Goſpel allows ae the ExaQtion of 
Tithes. 
Therefore the Eraction of Tithes ! is inconſ;- 
Alen with the Goſpel. 

3. What the Goſpel either explicitly or virtu- 
ally forbids, that the Goſpel allows not. 

But the Goſpel either explicitly or virtually 
forbids the Exaction of Tithes. 


Therefore the Goſpel allows not the Exacti- 
on of Tithes. 


The Exaction of Tithes is virtually forbidden 
by the Precept of Chriſt, Freely ye baue received, 


freely give. | 
The Exaction of -Fithes. is alſo virtually. * 


bidden by the Apoſtle Paul, Heb. vii. — 
he declares both the Change of the ' Prieft- 


hood which received them, and the Diſan- 


nulling of the * Law which commanded 


them. And Gal. ii. he A again tbe 


Things 
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1 Seeing the Seer State of that Pond Was 7 
ed, at well as the Eceleſſaſtical, and not only the 
Prieſthood of Levi, and the Service for which it was 


ardained, became aboliſhed, on ibe Promulgation of the 


Goſpel, but alſo, within a little while after, the whole 
Nation aas expelled the Land, out of which they were 
to pay thoſe Tithes, and have 7 continued ever ſince, 
there can be no Doubt remaining, but this Law of Tithes 
became berewith moſt certainly diſſolved alſo, and I 
how no Foundation on which to build any Reaſon to 
the contrary, Prideaux s Original and Right of Tithes. 
P- 13. 14. 


N 


Things which I defroyed, P make my #4 . 4 


Tranggreſor. 


4. What the Goſpel virtually forbids the Er- 
action of, no Man ought to exact. 


But the Goſpel virtually forbids the Brain | 


5 of Tithes. 


Therefore no Man ought to exact them. 
5. What no Man ought to exaF, the Clergy 


ought not to exact. 


But no Man * to exact the Fayment of 


Tithes. 


Therefore the Clergy ought not to exact 


them. 


6. They who exact Tithes, violate a Ba. 


Liv of the Chriſtian Religion, 


But the Clergy do exact Tithes. 
Therefore the Clergy do violate a plain Law 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 


7. Freely ye have received, freely give, is a 


plain Law of the Chriſtian Religion. 


But they who exact Tithes violate that Law. 

Therefore they who exact Tithes violate a 
plain Law of the Chriſtian Religion. 

8. They who violate a plain Law. of the 
Ch riſtian Religion, are bad Chriſtians and falſe 


Teachers. 
But they who exact T ithes, do violate a 


| plain Law of the Chriſtian Religion. | 


Therefore they who exact Tithes are bad 


Chriſtians and falſe Teachers. 
T. ſhall not inſiſt upon the exact Mode and 


Form of theſe Arguments, but think them to be 


at leaſt of equal Force n thine, and, as I 
ſuppoſe 


606230 


| ſuppoſe, more agrecable with the Doctrine of 
the New Teſtament. 

Tis to be hop'd now, when Perſons have | 
throughly conſidered theſe. things, they. will 
ſe that Chriſt's. Miniſters were enjoyned to 
preach freely. That the Commiſſion of thoſe 
| who do not, is juſtly queſtionable : And that 
their ſtrenuous Aſſerting their /ega! Right to 
Maintenance, is a ftrong Symptom of their 
Want of an evangelical One. 

Thy Queries about cheating and e Cen- 
ter in this, What is Robbery but an Invaſion 
of another Man's Property? To this I An- 
ſwer, That the Perſon who rents Land, buys 
Seed, and is at the Charge of Plowing, Sow- 
ing and Reaping, has a Right. to, or Property 
in, the whole Crop arifing from his Purchaſe, - 
Charge. and Labour. That the Property there- 
in is his own, which no other Man ever was, 
or can be rightfully poſſeſſed of, without his 
Conſent. And, whether the Invaſion of a tenth 
Part of ſuch his Right and Property againſt his 
Will be Robbery or not, T leave to the Reader 
to determine.” | 

Permit me now to conclude, with my ſincere 
_ Wiſhes, that none may be ſb Blinded by the God 
e this World, as for filthy Lucre Sake, to make 
Merchandiſe of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to ex- 
poſe to Sale what he commanded to be freely 
given. That all Perſons of all Denominations 
would follow the Doctrine of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, by cloſely attending to the Guidance of 
the Holy Sir it in themſelves, as the beſt Pre- 


ſervative 
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ons and Imaginations of Men. 15 that they 
would particularly beware of all ſuch Teachers 
as by their Actions demonſtrate themſelves t6 
| Be juſtly entituled to the Character given by the 

rophet, Micab. it. 5. of Prophets that make 

h — Pop. err; that bite with" their Teeth, and 
ery Peace : nd he that putteth not into their 
AMourhs, they BT g e a gainſt him: 
That a” my y F "not © be num 
| bred among theſe,” of 1250 the Prophet has 
foretold, that they ſhall not have a Vi Thom, and 
it ſhall be dark unto them ; that they ſhall not di- 
vine ; that the Sun ſhall go down over them uml 
the Day ſhall be dark over them: But that Lb 
may ariſe in thy Habitation; that the Day 
ing from on i h, may upinar Un- 
— "Bel chat 1% F Error, wherein 
thou ſeemeſt 22 me 5 and lireeh thy 
Feet in the Way oY Peace, which thy Preface 


demonſtrates thee” at preſent to! be oat of, is | 
the earneſt Dein of 
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